
	
 

 

陳戴恩老師

	
In the sharing sessions of  15th Asia Pacific 

Conference on Giftedness 2018, I was attracted by 
the sharing from Singaporean teachers. In my mind, 
the Singaporean teachers can identify students’ 
gifted character very well. Students’ gifted records 
pass on even they are promoted to other schools. 
Also, teachers share their teaching materials 
effectively in Singapore. Moreover, students from 
Singapore always achieve the top world rankings in 
standardized test or various competitions. All these 
aroused my interest to learn more about the 
education system in Singapore and see if  there is 
anything I can apply to my daily teaching. 

 
I am happy that I gained a lot from the trip. 

Through the school visits, participating in the 
teacher training session organized by the Singapore 
Ministry of  Education and chatting with 
Singaporean teachers, I have a better understanding 
about gifted education in Singapore. 
 

Education System 
The Ministry of  Education in Singapore has 

built a very good system in identifying and nurturing 
gifted students. All students in Singapore have to 
attend a series of  tests at Primary three. The top 1% 
of  the student populations will be identified as gifted 
students. Then students may choose to study in the 
Gifted Education Programme (GEP), which is 
offered as a special curriculum run by 9 primary 
schools. It is not an after-school programme, but a 
different curriculum. High-order thinking as well as 
creative thinking are the highlights. 

 
 
 

 
After primary education, Singaporean students 

will have to sit in the national Primary School 
Leaving Examination (PSLE). Students are placed 
into three different secondary school streams based 
on the results of  PSLE.  

 
Before entering the university, Singaporean 

students will have four years of  secondary, and 
between one and three years of  post-secondary 
school. There are four different tracks. Integrated 
Programme, Express, Normal (academic) and 
Normal (technical). The examination that they will 
sit in depends on the tracks that they are in. 

 
Students in normal (technical) stream sit in 

GCE-N level after 4 years of  secondary school. 
Students in normal (academic) stream sit in GCE-N 
level after 4 year of  secondary school, and then 
move on to 1 year of  post-secondary education and 
sit in GCE-O level. Another option is to have 2 years 
of  post-secondary education and sit in GCE-A level. 
Students in “Express” stream sit in GCE-O level 
after 4 years of  secondary education, and then have 
2 years of  post-secondary and sit in GCE-A level.  

 
The Integrated Programme (IP) is for “gifted 

(high performing)” students. Without any exam, after 
4 years of  secondary education, they enter into 2 
years of  post-secondary education directly. Then 
they will sit in the GCE-A level. That means they 
have only 1 exam before they enter the university. 
Secondary schools offering IP are designated by the 
Ministry of  Education. 
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The concept of  “giftedness” in Singapore is 

different from Hong Kong. In Singapore, top 1% 
intellectually gifted student are classified as “gifted 
students”. They learn deeper in all aspects, receive 
different education style since they are young. All 
these lead them to stand in the top rankings in most 
of  the world standard tests.  

 
In Hong Kong, we do not have an 

“intellectually gifted test” for the entire student 
population. Some gifted students may not be 
identified or are just being treated as “smart” in the 
local education system. However, at the same time, 
we believe that all kids have their own gifted area 
and we assist them to work to their capacities. Both 
looking for elites and assisting kids to work to their 
capacities are very important. If  we really cannot do 
both, as a teacher, I prefer the Hong Kong one, as 
more students may benefit from it. 

 
Teacher Training and Sharing of Materials 

Attending the teacher training workshop there 
was an amazing experience. In Hong Kong, most of  
the training are either technical training or 
experience sharing session by speakers. What we do 
is either sit and listen or sit and do. But this time in 
Singapore, we planned a lesson together. Through 
sharing of  different strategies in the same topics, we 
may have a better understanding of  the application 
of  different strategies. This equip teachers to plan 
their own topics in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Personally I learnt a good strategy. A 

Singaporean Primary Mathematics teacher showed 
us the effects of  having students spend 5 minutes in 
writing down what they learnt in the previous lesson 
and what they expect to learn in the present lesson. I 
found that this is a very good way to understand 
their progress as they need to summarize what they 
learnt.   

 
I applied this on the day I returned to school 

after a long sick leave. I found it very useful. I could 
know what they had learnt from the supplied 
teacher, not just the syllabus, but also what they had 
shared in the leisure talk. This shortened my time in 
adjusting the teaching pace. Pre-study or post-study 

may not be in the form of an exercise worksheet 

only; it can be open ended. I guess I will try to 

apply more, especially at the beginning of a 

chapter, and students may build up their knowledge 
by their previous knowledge. 

 
Moreover, I found that they have a very strong 

sense and culture in sharing teaching materials. The 
Ministry of  Education in Singapore has developed a 
centralized platform for teachers to share what they 
did or used. Hong Kong has a similar platform 
“EduCity” but teachers rarely use it. Hong Kong 
teachers haven’t built up a sense of  sharing among 
colleagues. For the long term, I hope that we may 
have a change in our belief  and do more sharing of  
materials.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
From all to all, success of  students depends 

much on the education system. If  policies are on the 
right track, students can benefit a lot from it. As a 
citizen, we must voice out kids’ needs clearly. 
 
Other Observations  

When we were on the way to school visit, we 
saw students queuing up properly at the traffic light. 
This is unbelievable, and impressive. What have the 
teachers done to help the kids behave so properly 
even when they are not under supervision? Or is it 
the atmosphere of  the local society? In the flag 
raising ceremony, all students showed their respect to 
the nation/ ceremony even for senior college 
students. 

  
Conclusion  

The trip to Singapore is very meaningful. I can 
understand why Singaporean students always 
achieve the top world rankings in most of  the tests. I 
learnt some teaching strategies and applied them to 
my class.  

 
I believe that as educators, we need to upgrade 

ourselves always. We often need to remind ourselves 
that education is not just about knowledge, but also 
moral values and behavior. In the 2-year Project 
GIFT, I enjoyed the co-preparation of  materials. 3 
tiers of  worksheets in class have also been helpful in 
nurturing the capable students. More open-ended 
questions were introduced to class. The happiest 
moment is that students can build up Mathematics 
knowledge based on what they had learnt. 
	 	

	


